
BEING A SOCIAL 
SEMINARIAN

ttending a residential seminary is 
one of the most life-altering Aexperiences. Besides the intense  

theological formation, we also learn 
about social formation. It is essential for 
us to take part in activities individually 
and in groups as part of being 
recreational and constantly withdrawing 
from strenuous activities. We have 
enjoyed friendly sporting games with 
others, like Midlands College, and simple 
table tennis or pool game in the social 
room. We hosted numerous braais and 
special dinners internally to celebrate our 
community and public holidays. 
Sometimes, a simple movie night with our 
friends in the Common room, or a day 
working in the garden is just what we 
need. Fortunately, Grahamstown also 
offers much for students to enjoy. The 
Botanical gardens that are ideal for a jog, 
stroll or a picnic. A hike up to the Settler’s 
Monument or a walk to the museums in 
town. This place has a plethora of coffee-
shops and restaurants that help us relax 
as social beings. I now look ahead with 
enthusiasm to come back to the City of 
Saints in 2017. 

by Nitano Muller

Become Anglican saints... by the 
acuity & high quality of your thought

Meet our Dean of Studies
ur team recently had the 
opportunity to meet up with Ms. OHeloise Dixie, the Dean of 

Studies at the College of Transfiguration 
shortly before the commencement of the 
examination period of 2016.  In this brief 
interview, Ms. Dixie shares with us her 
experiences and hopes as the dean of 
Studies. 

Q: What does it mean to be the dean of 
studies?
A: To be a Dean is to do the overall task of 
keeping the academic programme 
running in track throughout the year, and 
that is a very big task when it is broken 
down into various aspects, like ensuring 
lecturers are equipped in every way to do 
what they need to do, creating a culture 
of student support, administration, data 
capturing and record keeping.

Q: What are your current challenges in 
your line of work? 
A: The challenge is to work with the 
diverse community of students, lecturers, 
and the admin staff, to create a space for 
each one of them to be transparent and 
to communicate comfortably.

Q: What are your expectations for the 
coming exam period?
A: Looking at the mid-term results, I 
expect that the students will vary above 
10% of what they have done before. I 
have a lot of respect for the work the 
students put in, so I’m expecting a higher 
level of success in these final exams.

Q: What is your message for the 
students for these exams?
A: The college lecturers have spent a lot 
of time creating the tools to offer clear

direction to the students of what the 
assessments are and to give the students  
extensive feedback. I advise the students 
to take the feedback and use it to 
improve and encounter their success. 

Q: What do you think about the 
#FeesMustFall campaign? 
A: We are living in trying times in South 
Africa and we are aware of the reasons 
for student protests. We are also aware of 
the institutions of higher learning that 
want to keep educational institutions 
afloat. Both voices need to be listened to 
with no violence. I commend both 
lecturers and students at our 
neighbouring institution, Rhodes 
University, that have worked hard to 
arrange writing exams off campus. 

by Carlos Respeito

An appeal [to the leavers] from Father Frank England from a sermon on the Great Festival of All Saints [01 November 2016]:
“Become Anglican saints, and demonstrate by the acuity and high quality of your thought, 

how to live in humility, seeking always and only to know the God whom you love, 
and whose love will draw you ever onward to know.”



Looking backwards...
in order to move forward

he College of Transfiguration was 
first established in 1993, a year Tbefore South African 

independence, when all of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa's (ACSA) 
residential theological training facilities – 
St. Paul's, St. Bede's, le Lapa la Jesu, and 
St Peter's – were consolidated into one 
centre in Grahamstown. This 
consolidation was an attempt to find 
unity amidst diversity. In this journey, life 
at the College has mirrored the life and 
development of our democracy. 

The amalgamated College was initially 
called Peter Masiza College but was 
renamed The College of the 
Transfiguration with the agreement, 
support and inspiration of, then 
Archbishop, Desmond Tutu. In 2015 the 
College was provisionally registered as a 
private higher education institution and 
was named College of Transfiguration 
NPC.

There is much to celebrate and be proud 
of. Our legacy is unique and in 2017 the 
College hopes to make contact with 

alumni from St Paul's, St Bede's, le 
Lapa la Jesu's, St Peter's and from 
the College of Transfiguration 
from its inception in 1993, to 
invite students and past 
students to join in the 25th 
Anniversary celebration in 
2018.

We are very proud to o?er 
two accredited 
qualifications, the Diploma 
in Theology and the 
Bachelor of Theology. Our 
programmes open access 
to quality theological 
education for prospective 
Anglican ordinands sponsored 
by their Diocesan bishops as 
well as students from other 
churches interested in 
pursuing theological 
studies, and 
students who are 
independently 
advancing their 
theological 
studies. Revd Canon Dr Vicentia Kgabe

“I’m very excited about the Gazette project, 
especially because it’s a student initiative. 

We have been looking for that. 
Congratulations!”

Ms Heloise Dixie, Dean of Studies

THE RHYTHM OF 
CHAPEL LIFE 

n my first term at the College of 
Transfiguration (COT), I found that COT Ihad deliberately set time apart for 

daily meditation and prayer in the chapel. 
Like many other seminarians, this 
presented me with a great challenge as I 
was accustomed to private prayer. I 
therefore saw no need for my prayer and 
meditation life to find a place in that 
restricted yet public area labelled 
‘church’. I soon got in tune with the 
rhythmic element of chapel life, starting 
and ending each day in communal prayer. 
It was as though I was now flowing along 
with this rhythm: prayer and meditation, 
study, work, and back to prayer again. As 
soon as I got back home for the holidays, I 
found myself trying to get back to my old 
tune of prayer, but there was a significant 
note I was missing. 
 
Most of us hardly realise how praying 
together has formed us. Beginning and 
ending each day together in prayer has 
changed many of us in this Community. 
Away from communal prayer, we miss 
that essential beat that notes God’s 
presence, and renounces self-centredness 
in prayer. We together establish a tune 
embedded in being a Christian in the light 
of others. We learn to pray for and with 
another. Our identity is in our 
togetherness. Chapel life reminds us that 
in trying times, we are never too far to 
reach God. In hours of being lonely, we 
are never alone with God. This is our 
rhythm – our chapel life.

by Seipati Mohutsiwa

he experience of being a residential 
student and studying here is one of Trich diversity. Formation for 

ministry is centred on prayer, informed by 
theology and grounded in praxis. Our life 
is set within the grounds of Benedictine 
spirituality. So as we worship together 
every day, we do most things together. 
We eat together, study together and hear 
the scriptures together. We pray with 
each other, partake in the Holy Eucharist 
and attend our retreats together. Our 
diversity extends to the Grahamstown 
community, which joins us most Tuesday 
evenings for Eucharist services. While our 
Wednesday Eucharist services are in 
various languages like Afrikaans, English, 
Pedi, Portuguese, Shona, Swati, Sotho, 
Tswana, Xhosa and Zulu. Our chapel is  
open to anyone that wishes to join us in 

Formation and rich
diversity

any of our services. W
minister to the Grahamstown community 
through local parish placements where 
ordinands get the chance to learn more 
about the diverse contexts of the 
parishes. This enriches our experiences of 
the life of the church and equips us with 
understanding our own similarities and 
differences within the Anglican 
Communion. As students in an Anglican 
Clergy Training centre, we learn from one 
another in how other parts of the 
Communion minister to God’s people and 
in doing so, we ourselves contribute 
positively to our Anglican Communion. 
We can only wait in anticipation of the 
year to come, as we learn to spread the 
life of Christ to all people. 

by Sizwe Ngcobo

e get to learn and 

A poem by St. Catherine of Siena

WHEREVER 
YOU MAY LOOK

Wisdom is 
so kind and wise

that wherever you may look
you can learn something

about God.

Why 
would not

the omnipresent
teach that

way?
Linda Mchunu

VISION

The College of Transfiguration NPC 
seeks to become a premier 

residential centre for theological 
education and for the training of 

Anglican clergy in Africa, 
with a worldwide reputation 

for academic excellence. 



“In capturing the pulse and vibe that make 
who COT is... the mind would speak of  the 

academic ‘dosage’; the practical ministry 
(getting our hands dirty)...”

Revd Percy Chinganga

2016 events in pictures...

t feels like yesterday when we arrived 
at the College, as we are reflecting Iback on precious and priceless 

memories of 2016. 

Many events stand out for us from the 
Orientation Week to Commissioning 
Service. To name a few as shown in the 
above artworks: we stood in solidarity 
with Rhodes University during the unrest 
at tertiary institutions across South Africa. 
We had our Theological Debates, the 
unforgettable Graduation ceremony, 
worshiped with the Anglican Students 
Society from Rhodes University in our 
ANSOC worship service. We had our two 
days of student interest matters, a movie 

night, a 
Space by Revd Gina. We had our social 
walk to the monument, Transfiguration 
week and our patronal festival, the 
Leaver's Gala Dinner, and many more.

Our college also hosted an Environmental 
Conference with attendees coming from  
the Dioceses of Port Elizabeth, Diocese of 
Grahamstown and Diocese of Khahlamba. 
Revd Rachel Mash shared the challenges 
of environmental Degradation and global 
warming in Southern Africa.

by Simon Seteso and 
Martha Mokhutsoane

seminar on Theological Liminal 

If you have an important 
event coming up in the 
next few weeks? Let us 
know, so we can include 
your event in the 
Seminario Gazette

If you are interested in the 
Seminario Gazette and would 
like to be updated about our 
College life, drop us your 
email in the College 
Facebook Page.

Orientation Week
06-12 Feb 2017 

College Term begins
13 February 2017

Graduation - 28 Feb

UPCOMING
EVENTS

College of Transfiguration NPC 

13 Worcester Street 
Grahamstown 6139 

office@cott.co.za
046 622 3332

* Subject to change

Thank you to the Seminario Gazette team for working tirelessly to ensure we have this final issue. 
We look forward to working together with the staff, and all the students in the future publications. 

May you all enjoy your rest as you return back home to your loved ones. Happy holidays. 
May the Grace of the Lord be with us always. 
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